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Ontario Takes Additional Steps To Reduce H1N1 Transmission
Province issues updated guidance documents to health care providers
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Ontario has issued updated guidance documents to the province’s health care sector including
ambulatory care settings like doctors’ offices, long-term care settings and emergency
departments which set out recommendations for managing flu cases. Health care professionals
can apply this guidance to diagnose, test, treat and advise their patients about the flu.
On September 24th, the province announced the rollout of its seasonal and H1N1 flu shot
programs using a three phased approach. A bilingual brochure started arriving in mailboxes
across Ontario last week outlining who can be vaccinated and when their flu shots will be
available.
As part of phase one, Ontario is calling upon seniors 65 years and older and residents in longterm care homes of any age to be vaccinated against the seasonal flu in October. People 65
years and older should contact their local public health unit to find out how to get their seasonal
flu shot. During phase two, the province-wide rollout of the H1N1 vaccine will follow in early
November. Finally, phase three will offer the seasonal flu vaccine to all Ontarians six months of
age and older.
QUOTE
“We are fine tuning flu preparedness plans by issuing updated guidance documents to the
health care sector. This guidance is based on the most up-to-date science that is available at
this time.”
– Dr. Arlene King, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health
QUICK FACTS


People 65 years or older are generally less likely to become infected with the H1N1 flu virus.



People under 65 years old will be offered the seasonal flu shot in December and January.

LEARN MORE
Find out more about H1N1 flu in Ontario
Find your local public health unit.
Read the Ontario Health Plan for an Influenza Pandemic
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